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Santa’s 
early 
rounds…

Rachael Smith (left) and Juan-Dre Smith can’t wait for Christmas! 

Thabazimbi – December is a wonderful time of the year. 
There is nothing like the twinkling of lights, colourful 
Christmas trees, and the excitement on children’s faces 
to get you into the holiday spirit! Siblings Juan-Dre and 
Rachael Smith can’t wait for Christmas. As part of their 
family’s tradition, they already started preparing on 
Monday 12 December 2022 for Santa’s visit by putting 
out cookies and cooldrink. The evidence of Santa’s 
early visit was clear as he left fairy dust footprints all 
over their living room and gifts under the tree. Of 
course, this has only added to their anticipation, 
but they will still have to wait for Christmas eve 
to open their gifts. But what the kids most look 
forward to is celebrating the birth of Christ 
with their family and giving thanks to God 
for all the blessings they had received 
throughout the year. This Christmas, 
may you be inspired to create 
lasting memories with your 
family and loved ones and 
may those memories be 
filled with laughter, 
appreciation, and 
heart-warming 
moments. 

LANGSTE URE OOP  VIR JOU GERIEF
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VAN VROEG TOT LAAT
7am-6pm 

HEELDAG 
8am-6pm

8am-1pm
EN WEER 
4pm-6pm
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“Laat ons vir jou sorg”
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Swim safely this summer

Ready to bite – know the signs!

SHARING IDEAS TO 
MAKE LIFE EASIER

Thabazimbi – December means swimming 
season is finally here! Swimming is always 
a fun activity during the hot summer days 
of Thabazimbi. 
Unfortunately, this also means that 
December has a lot of drownings. For 
some tips on water safety, Platinum 
Bushvelder reached out to Thabazimbi 
Fire and Rescue’s (TFR) Pierre Loots on 
Tuesday 13 December 2022. 
If you plan on spending your holiday around 
water, it’s important to never underestimate 
the dangers that come with it because an 
accident can happen in seconds. Children 
should always be supervised when playing 
around water. Make sure that they always 
have a sober guardian with them, not only 
when playing in the pool, but also near any 
bodies of water.
“Something people rarely think of is to make 
sure that the area around your swimming 
pool is not slippery. This can be hazardous 
as someone can slip and fall into the pool,” 
Loots explained.
He also warned that inflatable toys can be a 
lot of fun in the pool but using an inflatable 
mattress in the water can be dangerous 
because there’s the risk of the mattress 
deflating which could trap you and cause 
drowning.
Also, never swim alone. You never know 
what can happen and it’s always good to 
have a ‘buddy’ that can help or call for help 
if something happens. 
Avoid drinking alcohol when going 

swimming. When you drink it can affect 
your reflexes and you might not be able to 
act as quickly in an emergency.
For those who don’t have a swimming 
pool, cooling off in the river might look like 
a good idea—don’t!
Loots added: “Every year we ask the 
community to please stay out of rivers. 
At first glance, the current might not look 
strong, but it is! It’s not just the current 
that causes you to drown either; there are 
many branches that could cause injury or 
entrapment.”
Because it’s the rainy season, Loots also 
shared a few tips when it comes to flooding: 
“It is always the safest option to make sure 
that your roof gutters are clean, if the water 
builds up it can cause damage. Make sure 
that the water can move easily through 
your yard and that it can’t run straight into 
your house.” 
Do not drive over a road that is covered with 
water and barely visible, it’s dangerous! 
The water could carry your vehicle away or 
you could get stuck!
“The best advice I can give is that the power 
of water should not be underestimated!”  
Loots concluded.

In case of an emergency, contact 
emergency services at 112 where you 
will be put through to your nearest 
emergency call centre. You can also 
contact Thabazimbi Fire and Rescue at 
063 512 4633.

Northam – South African Police Service 
(SAPS) and non-profit organisations like 
Ipopeng Disability Care Centre, Khulisa 
Social Solutions, LoveLife and other local 
non-governmental organisation came 
together on Wednesday 7 December 2022 to 
commemorate International Day of Disabled 
Persons. This day is dedicated to promoting 
the rights and wellbeing of persons with 
disabilities in all spheres of society and is 
observed annually on 3 December.
Northam Police spokesperson sergeant 

Fortune Madisa, Ipopeng Disability Care 
Centre’s Tonic Mataboge, community 
policing forum (CPF) members, and SAPS 
members gave people who live with 
disabilities the opportunity to interact with 
the police and share their experiences. It 
also created a platform for disabled people 
to share their ideas on how they could be 
better accommodated. By working together, 
they hope to find meaningful measures that 
will ensure that services are inclusive and 
accessible for everyone.

Thabazimbi – It’s always sad when a 
beloved pet turns on a family member, friend, 
or even a stranger. Knowing the signs of an 
aggressive dog and how to counteract it, can 
spare you much heartache. On Thursday 8 
December, EcoVet’s veterinarian Dr Jamiela 
van der Walt shared a few tips on how to 
determine if your dog is aggressive.
Dogs can communicate their discomfort 
using visual cues. The British Small Animal 
Veterinary Association’s (BSAVA) Manual of 
Canine and Feline Behavioural Medicine’s 
2009 2nd edition written by Horwitz D. 
Mills DSA, refers to the ‘canine ladder of 
aggression’ which illustrates signs to look 
out for. 
According to the ladder, some of the most 
important tell-tale signs are when a dog 
starts to pull its ears back, crouches and 
tucks its tail, or more severely stiffens with 
a stare. “If your dog starts to show any of 
these signs, it might be an indication that it’s 
feeling uncomfortable or threatened,” said 
Van Der Walt, “Also, when they show these 
signs, try to establish what’s making them 
feel uncomfortable so that you can either 
resolve or avoid the situation.” 
Just like dogs need to be trained on how 
to behave, children also need to be trained 
on how to behave around dogs. “Kids need 
to know that it’s not okay to climb on the 
dog’s back. They must also learn not to 
come close to a dog when it’s eating, and 
if they play with a dog, rather use toys 
instead of their hands,” she added. Van Der 
Walt explained that if kids use their hands 
to play with the dog and the dog bites the 
child, it might not necessarily be because of 
aggression, but rather because the dog got 
confused between the child and its toy. Kids 
should also be taught not to pull on a dog’s 
tail or ears—even humans get aggressive if 
they feel provoked. 
“A dog will also show its discomfort by looking 

away or walking away. This is referred 
to as ‘evasive behaviour’ for example, a 
canine could avoid its cause of aggression 
by pretending to drink water, or by walking 
away to sniff around the garden—this is an 
indication that the dog needs space.
Additionally, many people also think that it’s 
cute if a dog sits on your lap and growls at 
people who come close to you. This should 
be a big red flag and indicates that the dog is 
close to striking. The dog should be thought 
that such behaviour is unacceptable. 
“When a dog lightly bites you, there may 
still be hope for correcting its behaviour. 
There are different types of aggression, and 
depending on the cause of aggression, it 
may still be managed and corrected. This 
can be done by the means of professional 
training where the dog learns to work with 
its owner, and/or behavioural modification 
medication in cases where the dog suffers 
from anxiety or other disorders.  
“It is important to note that aggressive and 
instinctive behaviours are not the same. 
The key difference is that aggression is 
driven by emotions, whereas a dog’s ‘prey 
drive’ is driven by its instinctive inclination 
to find, pursue and capture prey, or to deter 
a threat. A good example of ‘prey drive’ is 
when an unrecognised entity enters a dog’s 
established boundary, and the dog reacts 
fiercely to reinforce its boundary. This is not 
aggression but rather a natural reaction. 
Therefore, because ‘prey drive’ is a natural 
instinct, it can’t necessarily be corrected with 
the above-mentioned methods. The starting 
point is for every owner to be able to identify 
the reason for his/her dog’s behaviour 
which the dog communicates through body 
language. The faster a behavioural issue is 
identified, the sooner it can be corrected,” 
Van Der Walt concludes.  
For more info, contact EcoVet  
at 083 488 7896.
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The Thabazimbi Fire and Rescue team ready to assist.

Disabled persons had the 
opportunity to interact with police 
and share their experiences. 
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Did you know?
Different countries have different traditional 

Christmas dinners. While in South Africa 
we tend to celebrate with a braai or a 

roast, in Japan, a traditional Christmas 
dinner means a trip to Kentucky Fried 

Chicken (KFC). On the 25th of December 
every year, you’ll find an estimated 3.6 

million Japanese families sitting down to a 
hearty meal of KFC fried chicken.

My Mommy’s number:
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

My Daddy’s number:
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

My Doctor’s number: 
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Friend/ Family 
member’s number: 

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

KIDS!
FILL IN 

AND KEEP 
CLOSE!

SAPS

HOSPITALS AND CLINICS

CRISIS

SSSNAKESSS

VETS

PHARMACIES

Northam SAPS 014 784 4100
Thabazimbi SAPS 014 777 3500 

Provincial Hospital 014 777 7000
Thabazimbi Clinic 014 777 1336
Regorogile Clinic 014 772 3178
Amandelbult Hospital 014 784 2828
Medi Clinic Thabazimbi 014 777 2097

TCCC/ Thabazimbi Crisis Control Centre 083 698 3401
Trauma Rescue 086 178 9911
Thabazimbi Disaster Management 082 079 9335
GPF/Dinare Security/TFR Control Room 063 512 4633
Waterberg Fire Department 082 551 4204
Thabazimbi Local Municipality 014 772 2295
Fire Protection Association Thabazimbi 078 252 4076
Thabazimbi Traffi c Department 083 687 1883
Thabazimbi Waste Removal 083 757 7599
Northam Waste Removal 083 757 7599
TLM Water Services 083 703 2805
TLM Electrical Services 083 703 2804
TLM Rooiberg Satellite 082 658 3593
TLM Northam Satellite 082 658 4607
TLM Leeupoort Satellite 082 658 2477
TLM Parks/Cemeteries 064 090 1678
Waste Removal 063 197 1414

Petrus Van Breda 079 897 5611
Peet Van Breda 083 579 3139
Delport Botma 082 941 4137
Charles  Jansen Van Vuuren 074 414 6138

Kransberg Dierekliniek 081 760 4912
071 354 3208
064 518 3814

Medivet 014 772 3323
073 500 4818

Medhof Thabazimbi 014 777 1288/87
082 333 8576

Thursday 
Friday
Saturday
Sunday
Monday

15 DEC 2022
16 DEC 2022
17 DEC 2022
18 DEC 2022
19 DEC 2022

31°C - 19°C
29°C - 19°C
28°C - 18°C
31°C - 17°C
30°C - 18°C

21%
71%
56%
17%
9%

USD / ZAR
EUR / ZAR
GBP / ZAR
AUD / ZAR
Yuan / ZAR
USD / EUR
USD / GBP
Bitcoin / USD
Ethereum / USD
Gold $/oz
Platinum
Brent
Palladium
Silver

17.269
18.373

21.3611
11.8289
2.4816

0.93985
0.80844

17797
1322.44

1 812.37
1 046.95

80.34
1 934.00

24.07

At time of print

SOULFOOD

Prayer for Relief from Contempt
A Song of Ascents.
123 Unto You I lift up my eyes,
O You who dwell in the heavens.
2 Behold, as the eyes of servants look 
to the hand of their masters,
As the eyes of a maid to the hand of her 
mistress,
So our eyes look to the Lord our God,
Until He has mercy on us.
3 Have mercy on us, O Lord, have 
mercy on us!
For we are exceedingly 
filled with contempt.
4 Our soul is 
exceedingly filled
With the scorn of 
those who are 
at ease,
With the 
contempt of the 
proud.

PSALM 123

1 7 2
9 2 7

6 4 5
9 4 7 1

4 2 3
3 2 7

7 6 2 9 5
8 1 5

9 4 8

2 5 6 1
3 5 8 7

2 4 5
1 4 5

7 6 4
7 8 5
5 2 3

6 8 1 7
7 5 1

The only New Year’s 
resolution I currently have 
is to strive to better myself 
and my relationship with 

the Lord.  

Melize Potgieter 

I would like to complete 
the tombstone for my late 

mom. I’m almost done. 
I just need some more 

cement and bricks to get 
the job done. 

Zebula Motshegwa   

Thabazimbi – There is a special plea to the 
community of Thabazimbi to support Thabazimbi 
Animal Rescue (TAR), your local animal shelter. 
TAR needs donations of food. The facility is filled 
with animals that need your help. Please assist 
TAR to feed the animals in their care. Without 
donations they will not be able to feed, home 
and medically treat the animals. The community 
has proven time and again how they can stand 
together and support this worthy cause and this 
time is no exception. For more information, 
please contact TAR on 084 885 6487.

TAR really needs your help

PUBLIC POLL: THE RESULTS ARE IN! Do you have any New 
Year’s resolutions? 

As the year draws to a close, many of us start looking forward to 2023 and all of its possibilities.  
Do you have any goals for 2023? What motivates your decision?

Do you have any New Year’s resolutions? 
Have your say / Sê jou sê

NO 8%    YES 92%
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Thabazimbi – Lethabo Nkuna, a Grade 11 learner at Mabogopedi Secondary School in Thabazimbi, 
received the title of second runner-up in the Miss Teen Waterberg District pageant on Saturday 
3 December 2022. Lethabo is a model at Studio 3 and used the Miss Teen Waterberg District pageant 
as a platform to make a difference in her community through various projects. 

A cause that is most dear to Lethabo is the Spitskop Special Needs School, where she volunteers her 
time to help with fundraising and interacts with the learners. “Charity is not just about donating funds. 
You can always help those who are in need by giving your time,” said Lethabo.

For me, it will be about connecting and bonding with people that are close to my 
heart because one of my biggest values is family. My holiday already started at 
the beginning of December, so I’ve been on the road, and I’ve been spending 
my days with friends, family, and colleagues. 
Bontle Mathabatha

I am lucky to not be working during the festive season, so I have a lot of time to 
spend with my family. We plan on planting spinach together. My family also loves 
to bond over soccer, so we plan to play a lot of soccer together. We also love 
to cook together, so making Christmas dinner will be extra fun. The menu will 
include lamb, chicken, and a variety of vegetables. Hopefully, we will also get a 
bit of rest to make sure we are ready for the new year.

Sinrlizwi Motwana

Get the Platinum Bushvelder directly on your phone.
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FREE

0818211332

Lethabo Nkuna received the title of second runner-up in the Miss Teen Waterberg District pageant.

PLEASE HELP ME FIND MY OWNER
Thabazimbi – The Thabazimbi Animal Rescue (TAR) organisation found these dogs wandering the 
streets of Thabazimbi and is now searching for their owners. 

If you can identify yours, please contact TAR’s Tania Stone at 084 885 6487 or Magda Stewart 
at 082 375 4064.

Where is my family?

What are your plans for the holiday?
Thabazimbi – While some people take their annual leave, others are set to continue working during the 
festive season with short intervals of rest. Platinum Bushvelder reached out to community members to 
find out what their plans are for the holidays—be it at home or away. 

There were so many things we didn’t get time for during the year and for me, the 
holidays are the perfect time to get those things done. We will be painting our 
ceilings, and we have decided to paint our house grey. Our garden also needs 
a bit of colour so we will be planting flowers. We also want to start a vegetable 
garden with lettuce, tomatoes, and potatoes. The holiday will also give me time 
to clean my house from corner to corner.

Nadia Smith

This was a very busy year, so I plan to spend some quality time with my children 
and grandchildren. It doesn’t matter if we are cleaning or going somewhere, it 
will be great as long as we are together. This holiday is also the perfect time to 
do all the things we didn’t get to do during the year. We have a newly built flat 
on our property that needs painting, and then there is also some much-needed 
gardening. 

Rekie van Wyngaarden
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